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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To suppress pollution due to exhaust gas 
from the engine of a hybrid automobile. 

CONSTITUTION: Under normal operation mode, power is 
fed from an engine 1, directly or through a battery 3, 
to an inverter 4 for driving a motor 6. When the 
temperature of a catalyst converter 9 is low at the time 
of starting the engine 1, for example, the low 
temperature is detected through a temperature detecting 
means 13 which blocks starling of the engine I and the 
hybrid vehicle runs, as an electric automobile, only 
with the electric power. At that time, a heating 
discharge resistor 10 heats the catalyst converter 9 
quickly to a temperature allowing sufficient operation 
of the hybrid vehicle. When the temperature of the 
catalyst converter 9 reaches a sufficiently high level, 
the engine 1 is started. According to the invention, the 
engine 1 is prevented from starting under a state where 
the catalyst converter 9 is not operating sufficierrtiy, 
resulting in further suppression of pollution of a 
hybrid vehicle. 
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